Reports from “The West Australian”


RAILWAY DISPUTES.

Working of Electric Signals.

In regard to the recent inauguration of the electric signalling system along the railroad between Bellevue and Mt. Helena, it was learned yesterday that locomotive drivers are disregarding an instruction of the department, that in the event of a signal being at the “permissive” they should stop the train for one minute and then proceed cautiously...
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RAILWAY TROUBLES.
GREAT WESTERN EXPRESS

DELAYED.

Electric Signal Ignored.

Two Drivers Suspended.
Passengers who left Perth on Thursday evening for the goldfields and Eastern States, were subjected to the annoyance of a three hours delay between Mt. Helena and Chidlow, owing it is said, to the drivers disregarding the regulations relating to the automatic “permissive” block system of signals which was installed recently between Bellevue and Chidlow.


From information gathered from officers of the Railway Department and other sources, it appears that the Locomotive Engine-drivers, Firemen, and Cleaners Union are opposed to the system as it stands...

Inquiry to be Held.
The Commissioner declined to comment on the occurrence yesterday except to say that the two drivers had been suspended from duty and that a board had been constituted to inquire into and report on the circumstances of the delay. 

Railway Service Disorganised.
The delay of the express caused a considerable disorganisation of the country passenger and goods service on Thursday night and yesterday morning and resulted in the west bound express arriving at Perth about an hour late yesterday. It was learned last night that Thursday night’s express to Kalgoorlie - the train which caused the trouble - arrived at its destination 177 minutes, or just on three hours late.
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THE RAILWAY TROUBLE.
Personnel of Board.

Rumoured Union Hostility.
...It is said on what should be reliable authority, than the latter union, or its executive, is opposed to its members sitting on the board... 

Whether there is anything in this story, and, if so, whether the union will forbid its members to sit on the board, remains to be seen, for the board met on Saturday morning and adjourned promptly to this morning at 10 o’clock...

Monday, March 15, 1926.
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AUTOMATIC SIGNALS.
THE DELAYED EXPRESS.

...The Chairman: One of two things would cause that signal to be at danger: a train in the section or an electrical failure which might have been cased by an obstruction. All Mt. Helena told you was that there was no train in the section. Is it not a fact that the drivers have made up their minds that they will not attempt to comply with the regulations relating to automatic signals?

Witness: That is my instruction from the Union...

The Chairman: Don’t you realise that a section track-circuited and provided with an electric signal is an additional safeguard in the case washaway or rail out?

Witness: It is, but it is an extraordinary thing that such facts should be divulged at an inquiry like this!

The Chairman: I am not divulging anything that isn’t known. This isn’t the first railway that has installed electric signalling. Similar systems are functioning successfully on 250,000 miles of railways throughout the world - 43,000 miles in the U. S. A. alone...

Tuesday, March 16, 1926.
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RAILWAY SIGNALS.
The Delayed express.

“Departmental Inquiry Continued.”

...The language of the regulations regarding “permissive” signals conveyed that a driver “may wait one minute and proceed cautiously thereafter.” He would not regard this as mandatory...

 Thursday, March 18, 1926.
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RAILWAY SIGNALS.
THE AUTOMATIC SYSTEM.

Evidence before Board.

Description of the System.
...Three position upper quadrant mechanisms had been selected after careful consideration of other systems, for installation on the Bellevue - Chidlow system. The three-position coloured light signal, having no upper quadrant arm, was suitable for suburban service where power was available, but the other was the best possible for the position chosen. It was similar to those in operation in all States of Australia and New Zealand. Victoria and South Australia used systems identical to the one under discussion. The “stop and proceed” signal was usual on all those systems. On certain English railways - the Great Western and the London and South Western particularly - trains stopped for one minute at permissive signals and then proceeded...

Friday, March 19, 1926.

==============================

RAILWAY SIGNALS.
REPORT OF BOARD.

“Delay Not Justified.” 
Findings.
Signal 2115 being at ‘stop’ in the circumstances proves that it functioned correctly, as, in all cases of failure of apparatus, these signals automatically assume the ‘stop’ or ‘danger’ position.

The delay of 170 minutes to No. 83 express at signal No. 2115 on the night of March 11 was not justified and there is no excuse for the refusal of the drivers concerned to carry out the regulations.

The Commissioner will now consider the findings of the board, and decide what penalties shall be imposed.

Wednesday, March 24, 1926.

